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Dear Parents/Guardians of Middle School Students:  

We are very happy to welcome you and your child(ren) to 

middle school here at Holy Spirit.  Our main objective is to 

help your child progress in all academic areas.  Our hope is 

that each student will achieve to the best of his/her ability, 

academically, personally, and spiritually.  We will strive to 

challenge each student in a safe, supportive atmosphere and 

we hope you share our enthusiasm as we begin our year at 

Holy Spirit. Please join us in encouraging your child to share 

in our excitement. 

As our middle school enters into its ninth year, your child will 

be an integral part of the entire middle school program here at 

Holy Spirit. The middle school concept revolves around an 

instructional program known as ñteamingò.  We believe that 

teaming will be very beneficial to our students because they 

will receive more individualized attention, while feeling that 

they are a special member of our team.  In addition, their 

academic and behavioral expectations will remain the same 

throughout the day, making adjustments to the school year 

easier. 
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Middle School Staff 

Mrs. Voellm:  

6th Grade Homeroom Teacher.  She will teach the following 

subjects:  Math 6, 7, 8 and Advanced Math6, & 7. 
 

 

Mrs. Giabanis: 

7th Grade Homeroom Teacher.  She will teach the following 

subjects:   Literature 6,; and Social Studies 6,7, 8. 
 

 

Mrs. Kennedy: 
8

th
 Grade Homeroom Teacher.  She will teach the following 

subjects: Advanced Literature 6, 7, 8; Literature  7, 8. 
 

 

Mrs. Wilt:  

She will teach the following subjects: Science 6,7,8: Adv. Science 

6,7. 
 

 

Mrs. Colangione: 

She will teach the following subjects: Spanish 6,7,8; and   

Grammar 6, 7. 
 

 

Mrs. Leverone: 

She will teach the following subject: Religion 6, 7, 8. 
 

Mrs. Valley: 

She will teach the following subjects: Algebra and Earth Science.   
 

Mrs. Stone: 

She will teach the following subjects:  Writing Workshop 8. 
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We are interested in making this a successful and happy year for 

you and your child(ren).  To ensure this success, we must keep the 

lines of communication open.  We believe that cooperation and 

communication between parents and teachers are essential parts of 

a quality education.  We respect the fact that you know your child 

very well.  When either you, or your child has a concern regarding 

the school, please feel free to contact us at 477-5739 and leave a 

voicemail message. 

We will be sending home a weekly folder with your childôs work 

from each subject.  You may put a note in the folder to 

communicate with any of us.  Also, if you would like to share an 

idea with our team, please let us know.  We will be contacting you 

throughout the year about upcoming events and projects, 

successes, as well as concerns if they arise.  We are looking 

forward to a successful and exciting year at Holy Spirit School. 
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Our team has established a set of rules and procedures that should 

ensure consistency in all classes as well as a suitable learning 

environment for all students. Please review the Student 

Expectations with your child. 

 

Student Expectations 

1. Rules 

a.  Students will be respectful and courteous to faculty members, 

adults, and each other. 

b.  Students will make a positive contribution and encourage peers 

to behave in an appropriate manner. 

c.  Students will raise their hand and wait to be called upon before 

talking out during a lesson. 

d.  Students will be prepared for class and on task at all times. 

e.  Students will complete all assignments (homework and class 

work) on time. 

f. Students will wear proper uniform attire as stated in the 

handbook. 

Reminder:  Make-up, nail polish, and jewelry are not 

allowed; however, girls may wear small post earrings.  

Students will be asked to remove any make-up or nail polish 

worn to school.  All electronic devices (cell phones, I-Pods, 

etc.) must be turned off and left in the backpacks. 
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2. Positive Incentive for Middle School Students 
 

The Holy Spirit Middle School is using an Incentive/Discipline 

program which encourages, recognizes, and promotes positive 

behaviors within academic areas as well the total school 

environment.  Students will be given ñincentiveò cards which may 

be signed by staff members in recognition of a variety of 

outstanding ñpositivesò, such as exemplary class participation , 

leadership, peer support and help, service to others, demonstration 

of Catholic principles and values to mention a few. Every five 

weeks there will be a special event which will identify and reward 

students based upon the incentive cards.  Those special events 

could include ice cream celebrations, pizza party, raffles, out of 

uniform passes and many others.  

 

3. Discipline Program  

Students who do not comply with the school rules and expectations 

will receive consequences to support student change of behavior.  

Teachers will seek positive student change of behavior to help 

ensure studentsô academic, social, and behavioral success.  After 

having been given a warning regarding a particular infraction 

which is repeated, the following may, and/or will, occur: 

 

1.  A written referral to the principal 

 

2. Telephone call with parent 

 

3. Consultation with the student and teacher, and/or 

principal 

 

4. Detention 

 

5. Team meeting with parent and student 

 

6. Perhaps loss of privileges- activity nights, field trips 

 

7. In-school, or out-of-school suspension 
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3. Activities and Clubs 

 

In addition to our being a school of excellence we are proud to 

provide outstanding extra-curricula programs:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every student is encouraged to be involved and take advantage of 

the many opportunities offered at Holy Spirit.  We will always 

foster our studentsô happiness, health, welfare, and academic 

success in a value based, safe, fun, active, and challenging learning 

environment.   
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Sports Clubs 
Soccer Student Council 

Basketball Yearbook 

Tennis Writing 

Track Science 

Lacrosse Baking 

Skiing Garden 

Activities Enrichment 

Programs 

Religious 

Opportunities 
Oil Painting Future Cities Community 

Service 

Chorus Spanish Festival Church 

Participation 

Band Academic Fair Prayer Service 

Hand bells Drama Club Volunteerism 



 

5.   Homework and Class Preparation Policy      

Homework is an important part of the learning process.  Each 

student will have an assignment book and be responsible for 

handing homework in on time.  Homework assignments are given 

orally and written on the board.  There will be a homework board 

in each homeroom with all homework recorded daily for every 

subject.  Homework will be given every night for approximately 

15 minutes per subject.  Students are responsible for completing 

each assignment on time.   

Homework will count as a percentage of the studentôs grade, 

depending on the subject.  If a student fails to have homework, 

he/she will have 1 day to complete/turn in the assignment.  Aside 

from receiving a lunch detention, the assignment will be graded 20 

points lower than the earned grade.  It will not be accepted after the 

one-day extension.  Class preparation is important in all classes so 

students should be prepared with necessary supplies in order to 

participate 100%.    
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6.  Make-Up Work 

Make-up work due to absences is to be completed as soon as 

possible. If a child is very sick, we will treat each situation as 

needed.  If a student is absent for one day, he/she will have 2 days 

to make up the work. If the student is absent on the due date, the 

assignment is to be turned in the first day the student returns.  

7.Grading Scale   

Grades will be reported as a number (ex. 93%) 

 

A - 94-100  

B - 87-93 

C - 80-86 

D - 75-79 

F - 74-Below 
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8.  Report Cards 

 

There are some categories on the report card that will be a team-

based decision.  These categories are ñSchool Expectationsò and 

ñConduct embodies Christian Valuesò.  We feel the evaluation will 

be decided best with input from all of the team teachers.  The 

grading system is as follows: 

 

O - Outstanding 

G - Good 

N - Needs Improvement 

U - Unsatisfactory 

   

 

Most students will receive óGô (Good) in the above-mentioned 

areas.  These grades do not correspond directly with the childôs 

numeric grades.  An óOô will be used for the student who exceeds 

the expectations. 

 

In order to be considered for the Honors program the student must 

receive óOô óG, or óNô in all categories.  If we feel your child is 

receiving below  óNô in a category, YOU will be notified before 

report cards are sent home either through the progress report 

or by a phone call. 
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9. Middle School Quarters 

 

 

1
st
 Quarter   3

rd
 Quarter  

September 9ïNovember 6  February 8- April 16 

Progress Reports:  Oct. 8 

Report Cards November 13 

 

 Progress Reports March 10 

Report Cards April 23 

   

2
nd

 Quarter   4
th

 Quarter  

November 9-February 5  April 19- June 17 

Progress Reports Dec.16 

Report Cards February 12 

 Progress Reports May 13 

Report Cards Mailed home  
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10. Honor roll 

Students will be honored for outstanding academic 

achievement.  After each quarter qualified students will 

receive one of two honors: 

High Honors ï Given to students whose overall average is a 

96 or higher in all academic areas including an A in each of 

the following: Gym, Art, Computers, Music, Library and 

Health. 

Honors ï Given to students whose overall average is a 90 or 

higher in all academic areas and at least a B in each of the 

following: Gym, Art, Computers, Music, Library and Health. 

HONORS PROGRAM- The Honors program will be on 

May 25 for those students who have been on high honors, 

honors, or a combination of both every quarter for the year. 

11. Homeroom Policy 

Homework is not to be completed in homeroom.  Homeroom 

begins at 7:50 and ends at 8:10.  Homeroom will be used for 

the following: prayer, pledge, announcements and attendance.    
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12. Locker Policy 

 

1.  Students can only be at their lockers at the designated times 

listed below: 

ü Before Homeroom from 7:50 ï 8:00.  Students must be in 

their homeroom by 8:00 or they will be marked late. 

ü Odd lockers: at the end of 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 periods. 

ü Even lockers: at the end of 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 6

th
 periods. 

ü Before and after lunch. 

ü At the end of 9
th
 period, before dismissal.  Students must 

be in their homeroom at 2:25 for prayers and dismissal. 

 

2. PHOTOGRAPHS of family and/or friends are permitted.  

MAGAZINE CUTOUTS, of any type, are not permitted. 

 

3.  Message boards or dry erase boards are not permitted. 

 

4.  Food should not be left in lockers for longer than 24 hours.   

 

5.  Lockers should be kept neat and orderly. 

 

6.  Items such as books, bags, and sports equipment of any type are     

not permitted on top of or below lockers. 

 

7. Locks must be purchased from the school office.   
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13.  Dismissal Procedure 

 

6
th
, 7

th,
 and 8

th
 graders will dismiss from the middle school 

entrance.  These students may be picked up outside of the middle 

school door.  

14.  Out of Uniform Policy 

 Students must wear school appropriate attire.  No midriffs, 

undergarments showing, tank tops, short skirts or shorts, 

inappropriate logos on t-shirtsé.. 

15.  Snack Policy 

Students will have snack 4
th
 period.  The students will be allowed 5 

minutes for snack.  Snack should consist of something light that 

will carry the student over until lunch.  The students may NOT eat 

their lunch at this time.   Any student that cannot comply with this 

rule will lose the snack privilege. 
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16.  Middle School Activities 

DATE ACTIVITY  

SEPT 25
th
  Baseball Game  

OCT 30
th
  Halloween Activity 

NOV 13
th
  Middle School Activity 

DEC 11
th
  Dance 

FEB 12
th
  Dance 

MAR  22
nd

-24
th
  8

th
 Grade Class Trip 

APR 23
rd

  Middle School Activity 

MAY  19
th
  Bronx Zoo trip for 6

th
 and 7

th
 graders 

  

  


